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1906

Wilkes-Barré, PA

Mario Peruzzi and Amadeo

Obici started the multi-million
dollar Planter’s Peanut 8 -
company in Wilkes-Barre

(The following information was taken from Bridging Change by Sally Teller Lottick. She
generously gave her permission to copy her research on Obici for use on this site.)

Amadeo Obici’s innovative ideas for roasting peanuts, packaging them, and marketing his
product created a new industry. Peanuts, sometimes called goobers, were not even a recognized cash
crop in the late 1890s. By 1940, the lowly peanut had become the second most important cash crop in
the South (cotton was the first) and one of the six largest cash crops in the United States. The story
behind the growth includes Obici, boll weevil, and the inventive genius of George Washington Carver. He
was a scientist at the Tuskegee Institute and one of the first black Americans to win fame for his
achievements. He developed nearly three hundred products derived from peanuts.

By 1914, the cotton farming in Alabama was in trouble due to the boll weevil infestation. Carver
began to promote the planting of peanuts as an alternative. Eventually the peanut industry took off due
to Carver’s expertise and Amaedo Obici.

Obici was born in Italy in 1887. In 1889, his widowed mother faced with raising four children,
sent Amadeo by steamer and train to an uncle in Scranton. His destination was put on a label tied
through his buttonhole. Italian was still his primary language though he attended school in Scranton. He
worked with his uncle, a tailor, and then went to work in a cigar factory. At fifteen he moved on his own
to Wilkes-Barre where he worked for friends selling fresh fruit at a street stand for six dollars per month
plus board.

Obici used his savings to open his own fruit stand and peanut roaster. There were a number of
them in Wilkes-Barre, but Obici’s was said to have been the first with a whistle attached to the pipe
where the steam escaped. In three years he had saved enough money to bring his family from Italy.

By 1906, at the age of twenty-nine, Obici had decided that there was a future in the peanut
business. He persuaded Mario Peruzzi, the head of the confectionary department of C.P. Wentz Co. in
Scranton, to borrow some money to form a new company. They decided to call it Planter’s Peanuts.
They rented a small factory for $25 a month, installed two large roasters and some machinery, and
employed six people.

“One major asset of the company was a process Obici had discovered for roasting peanuts so
that they could be readily blanched of their red skins before salting, without breaking in half. Its major
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MR. PEANUT SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES and QUESTIONS

Why did Amadeo Obici come to the U.S.?
How did the peanut industry impact the U.S.?
Why is historic preservation important to a community?

What is the connection between George Washington Carver,
peanuts, and the boll weevil? (There is a statue to the boll weevil in

Enterprise, Alabama—odd reason—find out why!)

How did the character of Mr. Peanut come into being?

VOCABULARY ENDNOTE

Blanched 1. Lottick, p. 188
Mechanical pencil

Sanitarium Tuskegee



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=achPlYRuDpM
https://www.planters.com/planters-through-the-years/

